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Luther, 
Bona Opera non pracedunt Juſtificandum, ſed ſequuntur {fe 
catum. ä Aug. 


Rom. iii. 26, 27,31. To declare at this Time bis 
Righteouſneſs ; that be might be j uſt, and the Tuftifier 
of him which believeth in Jeſus --- Where is Boaſting 
then? *Tis excluded. By what Law? of Works ? | 
Nay : But by the Law of Faith --- Do we then mate 1 
void the Law thro* Faith ? God Joes; ea we 
** 1 the Law. 1 1 
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ISAIAH liv. 6. | 
All our Righteouſneſſes are as filthy Rags. 


N the ſure Word of Prophecy, whereunto we ſhall 
do well to take heed, as unto a Light that ſhineth 
in a dark Place, until the Day dawn and the Day- 

ar ariſe upon our Hearts, it fully appears; that the infi- 
ey wiſe GOD, foreſeeing from Eternity, that the firſt 
lam, whom he deſigned to conſtitute and treat with, as 
al Head and Repreſentative of all his Poſterity 
uld, (as he actually did when tried) violate the poſitive 
cept, that ſhould be given him as the Teſt of his Obe- 
nce, upon which bis and their Happineſs turn*d, and 
reby involve himſelf and them in univerſal Guilt and 
n -- did, out of the infinite Riches of his Goodneſs, 
ine Glory of his great Name, and the eternal . 


A 


— 


a Juſtification by Perſmal Righteouſueſs; 


of ſome of Mankind, conſtitute his own. Son, who. is g 
_ equal co-effential and co-eternal with Himſelf, ſeq 
Adam, to ſtand Head & Repreſentative of this Number 
and in the fulneſs of Time ſent him in their Nature 
finiſh their Tranſgreſſion, make an End of their Sin, a1 
make Reconciliation for their Iniquity, by bringing 
an everlaſting Righteouſneſs for them, that ſo they mig 
be reſtored to the Image and Favour of God, enjoy. hi 

here and forever hereafter, conſiſtent with all his adorab 
Perfections. „ 

And that blind periſhing Men might have a clear Kn 
kdge and unſhaken Belief of theſe important Artic 
with others neceſſarily connected with, and dependa 
upon them, it hath pleaſed God to favour them wit 
divine Revelation. | 5 | 

It was the principal Deſign of Heaven in this gracio 
Diſpenſation, to lead blind Men to fee, their univelM. 
Guilt and Pollution by Nature, as Deſcendants fro 
Adam their moral Head, the firſt Tranſgreſſor; and he 
they may obtain compleat Righteouſneis, Sanct ficati 
and Redemption from the ſecond Adam Jeſus Chrift, t 
Righteous, by a vital Union to him. And in this bleſ 
Volumn, theſe Things are, (as they ſhould be in allt 
Sermons Miniſters preach) ſet forth in the cleareſt Lig 
ſo that he that runs may read them. 

And ſince Things are ſo, it is truly ſurprizing, and v. 
one could hardly believe,did we not hear it with our 
and ſee it with our Eyes, that any who are ſo ortho 
as only to profeſs the ſacred Bible to be the Rule of F. 
and Manners, and have it in their Hands, and can 1 
it, tho” but of ordinary Capacities ; eſpecially that 
of Learning, and profeſſcd Miniſters of the Lord Je 
too, ſhould in Converſation, and from the Pulpit, We ſe 
Preſs, boldly banter and oppoſe theſe Soul- bumbii:; I 
Chriſt-exalting Doctrines, ſo clearly revealed and inf - 
teſtibly proved in this profeſſed infallible Rule: 1 Wie ; 
One could hardly believe this of any who enjoy the W pre 
eſpecially of ſuch as profeſs to preach the Word of - 
13 : | teouin 


T'% 


oſneſs, whatever we might of Turks and Heathens,who 
Je only the blind Alcoran and Book of the Creatures to 
id to the Knowledge of divine Things, did we nor ſee 
nd hear it. Alas! Alas! that there are ſo many pro- 
acd Preachers of Righteouſneſs of the younger Sort, 
ho if ſound and ſerious, would be the Beauty of the 
and, and would fill the Souls of all that wiſh well to Zion, 
th Old and Young, Miniſters and People, with great 
oy, under the pleaſing Proſpects, from this comfortable 
men, that God has Bleſſings in Store for the Churches. 
id O, with what divine Calmneſs, and pleaſing Satis- 
tion, would our venerable Fathers, who have long 
cced their Pulpits, and edified their People, with the 
wih as it is in Jeſus, leave the World, while they ſee 
hopeful Set of ycung Men riſing up and filling their 
upits and the Land, with the ſame Doctrines and Con- 
lation, that they, thro* Grace, have gone before them 
: Surely, it would occaſion them joy fully to ſay as good 
d Simeon did, when he had Chriſt in his Arms; Now 
i thy Servants depart in Peace, for we ſee what we have 
ig been wiſhing and praying for. 3 
But to return, I ſay, tis Matter of great Lamentation, 
at ſo many pretended Preachers of Righteouſneſs, who 
ofels the Bible the Rule, (which is an orthodox Pro- 
lion, ) ſhould turn out ſo ſadly hetorodox in their Ex- 
anation of it. | h +3 
Some in their Explication of this profeſſed Rule,don't 
ly conſult the Text and Context, the Scope & Deſign 
the inſpired Penman, to find the genuine Meaning of 
e Paſſage under Conſideration ; nor regard the Analogy 
Faith: But their Manner is (it ſeems) firſt to fix upon 
e certain Principles, which feed their hereditary Core 
d Mptiops, and foſter the natural Pride of their Hearts, and 
pit, Irn ſearch to find ſome Text of Scripture in favour of 
mbit pre. conceived Notions : And O how will they 
d dy and ſtrive, with all their plauſible Harrangues, to 
Ie the World believe that the Deſign and Scope of 
he Vd Prophet or Apoſtle in the Text and Context, and all 
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S-|. Fuſtificati 


in their Way in full Force and Virtue againſt them, y 


—- 


on by Perſonal Rightioufueſs) 


their other Writings, is to prove their favourite Scheme 1 
Thus the Arians, Socinians, Arminians,  Antinomians, uh. 
even the Quaters, have endeavoured to ſupport & mau 
tain their deſtructive Tenets. | 


And ſome entertaining A high Opinion of their Gik 
and Abilities, and looking upon themſelves as finiſhe 
Diſputants, who ſadly err in their Principles, and are fa 
of propagating them; finding an inſpired Text ſtandinff 


fix on that, and exert themſelves to the utmoſt to tw 
and wreſt the ſame, to make it ſpeak ſomething in Vu 
dication of their Errors. „ | 

Fath not my Text lately been upon the Wrack, a 
there miſerably perverted, to make it confeſs ſon 
thing contrary to the Truth as it is in Jeſus? Hy 
It not been improved to ſubſtitute the perſonal Righte 
neſs of Men, in the Place of the Sarety- Righteouſneſ; 
Chriſt, as tho? the former and not tbe latter was the Th 


D 
for which Men ſhall be accepted and rewarded by God] © 
this and the future World ? And how abſurd and b 
phemous an Attempt is this *Tis injurious to the Pr I. 
phet, to the Scriptures of Truth, and to the immonÞ* 1 
Souls of Men. B 
„ *Tis therefore a Matter of great Importance, a Up” 
„ ſign richly worth undertaking, to clear the Text of if 
* falſe Gloſs, this ſad Abuſe.” “ o' 

My preſent Deſiga therefore (tho' the meaneſt IÞ* | 
bourer in Chriſt's Vineyard, yet being ſet for the Defeſ I 


of the Goſpel ) by divine Help in conſidering of th 
Words, ſhall be to do Juſtice to the Text, and to divifſÞ"*c 
Truth: for thro' the Grace of God, I can willingly @® V 
nothing againſt, but for the Truth. And I am obige 
as I would be innocent and approve myſelf to my La 1 
and Maſter, to contend earneftly, and that publickly as pur 
as privately, for the Faith which was once delivered i Now 
Saints in the holy Scriptures. pai 


And in order hereunto, and from this Text, I ſhall! Siet 
deavour the following Things, Namely, eq ery 
1 


Abjurd and Blajphemows, x; 


iſt, Shew the De/gn of the inſpired Prophet i in the 
SPhraſe, all our Righteoujneſſes are as filtby Rags. 

MM 2dly. In what ReſpeZs the perſonal Righteouſneſſes of 
ie best Men may be properly ſtiled filthy Rags. 

"ll 3dly- That the Righteouſneſs of Jesvs — is the 

iy ſpotleſs and acceptable Garment in and for which the 

fa bcſt Men can be juſtiſied and admitted into the Favour 
ad Kingdom of God, 

Athly. That tho' the perſonal Righteouſneſſes of the 
Weſt Men are as filthy Rags in Point of Juſtiſication, and 
he perfect Righteouſneſs of CHRIST is the only material as 
yell as meretorious Cauſe thereof; yet as *tis the bounden 
Duty, ſo *tis the habitual Diſpoſition and Endeavour of all 
he Juſtified to maintain good Works. 
zthly. Point out ſome of the dreadful Conſequences that 
Waturally and neceſſarily follow upon ſubſtituting the per- 
onal Righteouſneſs of Men, in the Room of the Surety- 
Righteouſneſs of CHRIS in the great Affair of Fuſtification. 
bthly. Make Improvement, . 


I. I am to ſhew the De/ien of the inſpired Prophet in 
De Phraſe, all our Rigbteouſneſſes are as filthy Rags. 

By this Phraſe the Prophet does not deſign a Deſcrip- 
jon of the hypocritical Performances of ſome of the worſt 
f Men, as ſome ſcem to imagine, but of the perſonal 
iiphteouſneſs of ſome of the beſt ; and tbis and not bat 
be here ſtiles fltby Rags. 

Tho' I could eaſily clear this Point by Arguments 
Wrawn from the Context, and other Parts of 1/aiab's Pro- 
becy, yet ſince the Text without going further, furniſhes 
vith Arguments ſufficient for the Purpoſe, I ſhall con- 
ige ne myſelf to it. And the 

iſt Arg: Is taken from the Word Rig bteouſneſſes. All 
ur Righteouſneſſes are as filthy Rags, ſays the Prophet. 
Wow if the Words Righteouſneſs and Rigbteouſneſſes in 
vcripture (where we have the Character of the Wicked 
given, perhaps more than a thouſand Times, and in a va- 
llety of Terms ) are never uſed for the hypocritical Per- 

formances 


hall 


ſt 8 
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6 Juſtiſicalion by Perſonal Righteouſneſs, 


formances of wicked Men, but for ſomething truly gu II. 
and excellent; then we muſt ſuppoſe that the latter, aneges. 
not the former is intended in the Text: And I appeal fl an 
you all, whether theſe Words are not conftantly uſed | e ſo 
this Senſe from the Beginning of Geneſis to the End of t. ,. 
Revelation, The aft o 
2d Arg: Is taken from the Word all. All our Righ ight, 
teouſneſſes are as filthy Rags. 1.e, Not only theRighteoul If 
nefſes of ſome but the Righteouſneſſes of all: All the RigHf the 
teouſneſſes of all are as filthy Rags. So that if there wer abt 
any among the numerous Body of the eus at the Tim ho 
which T/azab refers to, who were truly righteous, and Gos 4 
always had a righteous Seed among them; then he ſtile g gb. 
| perſonal Righteouſneſſes fltby Rags, Nay, petie 
2dly. The Word our in the Text is a DemonſtrationWrc w 
| of the preſent Truth. All our Righteouſneſles, ſays vie 
the Prophet, are as #/thyRags. If any after what hath been; P. 
already ſaid, ſuppoſe the People of the Jes at the Time Pbete 
were generally, yea univerſally abandoned io extraordinary} his 
Wickedneis and Hypocriſy, yet they won't ſay the Pio er. 
phet 1/aiah was. He was a fincerely good Mana all allow; cle 
a Man conformed in Heart and Life to the Will of God; 
a Man that lived ſoberly righteouſly and godly, And 
yet this perſonally righteous Man ſays not, all their Righ- 
teouſneſſes, who are a Company of profligate abandoned 
Wretches,are as filthy Rags, but all our Righteouſneſſes ; 
my perſonal Righteouſneſſes as well as theirs, are as filth) 
Rags. So that it evidently appears, that the Prophet by 
the Phraſe in the Text means the perſonalRighteouſneſſes i 
of the bet Men; and that iheſe he ſtiles filthy Rags. 


Thus I have ſh-wn from the Text that the Prophet in 

. the Phraſe, a!l our Righteouineſſes are as filthy Rags, dots i 

defign a Deſcription of the per fonal Righteouſneſſes of the 

N Beſt, and not the bypacritical Performances of the wor erf 
Men, and that ee he ities filthy Rags. It is now Time Thi 

to proceed to the iecond Thing propoſed, namely, [Wii 


| | II. To 


e ſo ſtiled, yet in ſome Reſpes they may. 


Abſurd and Blaſphemous. 
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II. To ſhew in what Reſpes the perſonal Righteouſ- 


eſſes of the beſt of Men may be properly ſtiled f/thyRags. 


And altho? in all Re ſpects they may not with Propriety 
And 
1. Mayn't the perſonal Righteouſneſſes of the 


eſt of Men be ftijed ſo, when viewed in a comparative 
| ight. 


Y 3 


If we compare the perſonal imperfect Righteouſneſſes 


f the beſt Men in the World, with the infinitely perfect 
abccoulneſs of the eternal JeHovan, in whoſe Sight 


e holy Heavens are not clean, and who charges bis ſpot- 
fs Angels with Folly; I ſay, may not the imperfe& 
\ohteouſnets of the beſt Men, when compared with his 
preſs Purity and infinite Holineſs be, without Offence 
nd with ſome Propriety, ſtiled filthy Rags? Surely, ſuch 
View of the Lok p as Iſaiab had in the 6th Chapter of 
s Prophecy, would immediately bring any Maa living, 
hatever high Opinion he might before have entertained 
| his own perſonz! Righteouſneſs, to cry out as he did, 
er, 5. Wo is me for I am undone, becauje I am a Man of 
mean Lips; and fully convince. him of the abſolute Ne- 
tity of having a better Righteouſneſs than his own to 
ppcar ſafely and comfortably before God in. But 

2. And to come nearer the Matter, they may be fo 
ed in Point of Juffiſication before God. 

In this grand & important Affair, good Works, the perſo- 
al Righteouſnefles of the beſt Men are of no Account at 
l. A Man cloathed with 5 Rags has as ſuitable an 
\ttire on to approach an earchly Monarch far his ſpecial 
avour, and is as likely to obtain the ſame, and that al- 
0 ſpotleſs Raiment is the Condition thereof; as the beſt 

an in the World having only his own perſonal Righte- 
uſneſs on, would be to approach the infinitely holy God 
or his ſpecial Bleſſings ; and that becauſe /potleſsRaiment, 
fe? Righteonſncſs is the unalterable Condition of them. 

his the Scripture throughout teaches, and exceeding 
plainly in the Epiſtles to the Romans & Galations : Par- 

whrly in Rom. 3 & 4 Chapters; and Galatians 2 & 3 

ET Chaptiots. 


Þ 2 8 | Juſtification by Perſonal Righteouſneſs, 


Chapters. There you will ſee our perſonal Righteoy 
neſſes intirely excluded in the important Article of Jui 
cation, and th. Righteouſaeſs of CRRIST ſpoken of as th 
only Merit and Matter thereof; And therefore in thi 
Reſpect our perſonal Righteouſneſs may be ſtiled fl 
Rags, as in the Text. 
And there is an agreable Propriety in the Analogy, 
beautiful R-ſemolance between the perſonal Rigbteouſneſſ 
of the beſt Men and fi/thy Rags, viewed in this Light. 
For, | 
Firſt, As Rags are not fit to make a comely Garmin 
to cover the Nakedneſs of the Body, and render 
agreable to the Eye of an earthly King; ſo the p 
fonal Righteoufneſſes of Men are utterly unfit to cove 
their mos al Nakedneis and render them agreable to th 
Eye of the King of Glory, Rags will do the former, 
well as perſonal Righteouſneſs will the latter: but theya 
both unfit for the Buſineſs, The ſacred Scripture, 0 
profeſſed Rule, is ungainſayably clear in this Point; f. 
a few of theMultitude of Texts that might be mentioned 
Plal. 143. 2. Acts 13. 39. Rom 3.20. Gal. 3. 10,11,2 
Further, as Rags are not fit to make the Whole of ſuc 
a Garment, ſo they are not fit to make a Part of it, b 
are intirely uſcleſs for this Purpoſe : So the perſonalRigl 
ſeouſneſſes of Men, as they won't anſwer in Whole for 
juſtifying Righteouſneſs, fo they are not accepted 2 C 
Part of it, but are intirely excluded in this importanſþ w. 
Matter, Agteably the infpired Apoſtle Paul ſays, RonWpol 
3. 28. Men are juſtified without the Deeds of the Law, i. MI. 
Without their perſonal Righteouſneſſes having any Has {| 
in the Affair as the meritorious or material Cauſe thereof. Ch 
Again, the per/onal Rigbleouſneſſes of the beſt Men a Fa 
not only as Rags, but as filthy Rags, in that they are Thi 
fied with Sin. The beſt Works of the beſt Men are poem 
gone from ſuch a perfect good Principle, to ſuch a pu 
ty good End, and in ſuch a Manner, but that Sin cleaye ve 
to them. And; of this the beſt Men carry a deep Confifno: 
victiop in their on Conſciences, Jf 7 ſhould ſay, I.. 
| | perfil lefg 


Abſurd and Blaſpbemous. g 


en (ſays Job) that would prove me perverſe, Job 9,20. 
„I would do Good, Evil is preſent with me ; lays Paul, 
u. 7. 21. FR. | 


ie the Whole or any Part of a comely Garment, but 
every otber Uſe, till waſhed and made clean; fo the 
onal Righteouſneſſes of the beſt Men are not only re- 
das the Whole or Part of their juſtifying Garment, 
in every other ReſpefF till waſhed in the Blood of 


ned with the Father, who is of purer Eyes than to 
old Iniquity. *Tis not from any Merit of Condig- 
or Congruily in the perſonal Righteouſneſs of 
„, that God accepts and rewards them, but ſolely for 
Merits of Jeſus Chrift. Rev. 8. 3. Ia this Text you 
e the true Reaſon why the poor imperfect perſonal 
phteouſncfſes of Men do find Acceptance with God, 
ey, becauſe perfumed with the Odours of Chriſt's 
; its, and preſented to the Father by his own Mediation 
| Interceſſion, 

hus I have ſhewn you in what Reſpects the perſonal 
zuteouſneſſes of the beſt of Men may be properly ſtiled 
by Rags, And by this Time, if you han't been dull 


teouſneſſes will not anſwer to juſtify you in theSight 


will do it. To anſwer your Deſire and the Met bod 
poſed, I come to ſay, 

fil. That the Righteouſneſs of Jesus CHRIST is the 
YI ſpotleſs and acceptable Garment in and for which 
Children of Men can be juſtified, and admitted into 
Favour and Kingdom of Gad. 

his weighty and important Article of the Chriſtian 
eme admits of ealy Proof both from Reaſon and Re- 


Coch nonſtration. 
TW That 4% Mankind are by Nature under Sin, and 
f rfore condemned. | This 


Voce more, as filthy Rags are utterly unfit not only to 


us, *Tis by Reaſon hereof that their Acceptance is 


hearing, you may be convinced that your perſonal 


God, and may be deſirous to know what Righteouſ- 


ion. I think the following rational ſcriptural pro- 
ve Poſitions made good, will prove the Point to a 


bs — — . 
* [ kn . at * 
- 6: aa. — —— 
— . _ 8 by PL 1 _ 
— 3 „„ 
3 * OL IE I — — ——— ˙ —— 


10 Juſtification by Perſonal Righteouſneſs, 


This Point the Apoſtle Paul has ſufficiently preveif;, | 
ſome of the firſt Chapters of his Epiſt le to the Roman; 
he thought ; and who will dare to think otherwiſe, w 
he ſays, Chap. 3. ver. 9. We have before proved both |, 
and Gentiles, that they are all under Sin. All Mank 
are naturally Sinners, condemned Sinners. The Hay t 
Mankind came into this finfal condemned State was by 
firſt Tranſgreſſian of Adam their natural and federal Hy 
and Repreſentative. Rom. 5. 12. By one Man [ Ada 
- Sin entred into the World --- And in him all have n 
And as the ſhorterCatechiſm,a Body of Divinity appro 
and uſed in all our Churches, ſays ; The Covenant ¶ De 
ing made with Adam not only for himſelf, but for 
« Poſterity, all Mankind deſcending from him by o 
% nary Generation, /zuned in him and fell with him in 
&« firſt Tranſgreſſion.”” 
2. That there is a F/ay in which Sinners may be juſi 
in the Sight of God-- admitted into his Favour here, 
to the Bleſſ-dnefs of his Kingdom hereafter, * 
Tho' the Way was blocked up by the ApoſtacyſMWu: 
Man, and Cherubims and a flaming Sword ſet, whi 
turned every Way to keep the Way of the Tree of Lil 
yet, thro' the infinite Mercy of God it is opened 2g 
and Man may come to it, take of it, eat & live fore; 
may be admitted into the Favour and Kingdom of G 
This is abundantly manifeſted from the innumerable . 
in the Goſpel to Sinners to come to God; from: the 
ſtitulion of the Goſpel Miniſtry, and the ſending forth Miſh; 
to beſeech Sinners in Chriſt's Stead to be reconciled Mis ; 
God; and further in that many of Mankind have oi: 
actually juſt ficd. It is God that juitifi:ih ; (iays the Wh: 
poſtle) Mbo is he that condemneth ? But ye are juſiifiMn: 
lays Paul to the condemned Corinibians. ks 
3. That Sinners are jul fied in ſuch a Way and io! 
ſuch a Way as is conſiſtent with, and for the Honour of g 
divine Lew and Perfeftions. | 77 
The Honour of the divine Law & Perfections is deaf: 
to God than all Heaven and Earth; and therefore mf. 
cer 


gat 
heir 
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vein it is, he never will juſtify and fave Men in a Way 
anFoatory thereto ; No, before he will do this, he will 
heir Sins damn them all for ever. The Law muſt he 
anſwered, divine Juſtice complea;ly ſatisfied, or no Man 
anki5-d and ſaved. Agreably, we are aſſured from the 
ay Mea, the faithful and true Witneſs, that not one Iota 
by e Law ſhall fail, tho? all Men fail of Juſtification and 
And that God cannot deny himſelf, thu? it would 
\daent the eternal Deſtruction of Myriads of precious 
. Hence we ſee, that if ever Men are juſtified and 
proj, the Law muſt be anſwered in all its Commands 
Demands, and Juſtice ſatisfied. 
That Sinners cannot by all their Repentance, Obedi- 
and Srfferings, anſwer the Commands and Demands 
e divine Law, and ſatisfy the rightful Claims of Juſtice, 
he Scripture informs us, Pſal 49. 7, 8. that tbe Re- 
„ef the Soul is precious, and ceaſeib for ever; for 
Men can do towards its Redemption. This Truth 
lufriouſly ſhine forth, if we conſider the leveral 
un Steps following; Namely, 
it, That Man before Regeneration cannot do any good 
g 13 a right Manner, The Repentance Obedience 
Surcrings of all unregenerateMen have nothing really 
Daly good in them. The inſpired, and therefore 
Kept! onable Deſcription of all natural Men, is that in 
. There is none that doth Good ; no, not one. S0 
ner Righleouſneſſes, if any Thing they do may be cal- 
o ate IU Rags with a Witneis; and their beft Works 
\Sreſpect abeminable, tho' they may cail *em goodWorks, 
ave det tho' what they do for the Matter may be Righteouſ- 
the or geo Yorks, yet confidering the Principle End and 
Alifu of them, they are filthy R: goteouſneſſes, abominable 
xs, And how can zhe/e jultity ? *Tis On co 
2nd , wore it. 
r of gain after Regeneration the beſt Works of Men are but 
'feflly good Works. TheObedience of theRegenerate 
is den anſiver the Requirements of the divineLaw My Bre- 
ore Ml, a lerious Reflection on the Temper of the Soul and 
external 
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external Behaviour but for one Day, were there nothing oi ® 
would ſatisfy every one that is in any good Meaſure Wadi 
quainted with his ownHeart and with theExtent Stride 
and Spirituality of the Law, that he daily violates if 
Thought Word and Deed, But what faith the ocriptu 
(for we muſt keep to that, and there is no Danger 
this Quarter; for the Scripture is not yea and nay, at 
tradictory Volumn, but yea, yea, a conſiſtent one) 
se there is not a juſt Man onEarth that doeth Good 
& ſinneth not; in many Things we all offend--- I 
<« ſeen an End of all Perfection; but thy Command 
« is exceeding broad.--- [ano] Curſed is every one! 
5 continueth not in all Things written in the Book of 
©. Law to do them.“ So that from hence it appears 
the beſt Men inſtead of getting into God's Favour 
Kingdom by their own perſonal Righteouſneſs, ſhal 
curſed forever out of it for the want of a Laws-fulfil 
Righteouſneſs. 

But further, if it were poſſible, which it is not, for 
to yield perfect and unſinning Obedience to the Lay 
the future, yet they could not make Atonement for tif 
paſt Offences in any finite Space of Time; for Sin is * 
infinite Evil, being committed againſt an infinite God, FF" '" 


therefore juſtly deſerves an infinite Puniſhment ; hend uh 
Man who is finite pays the dreadful Score, he my 8 


neceſſity be eternally Suffering, in order to the ſatisfying Bu; 
Divine Juſtice. 85 


Once more, and to go one Step higher. If ite 
poſſible for Men to anſwer the Law by making Satis b | 
tion for paſtOffences,and by yeilding unſinning Obedie 4 | 


for the Time to come; yet this would not ſerve fi 
juſtifying Righteouſneſs, and that for this weig bij Ru 
namely, tis not the Righteouſneſs conſtituted for this 


rious Buſineſs by the Judge of all the Earth. God 1 0 
conſtituted anther Righteouſneſs for our juſtifying Rg i, 
teouſneſs, even theRighteouſnels of JeſusChriſt. Agr jab; 


you read, that God ſent his Son io be the Propitiation fr: 
Sins; and by the Obedience of one (i e. Chriſt) alu 
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made righteous. 1 Jobn 4. 10. Rom. 3. 19. And this 
ads me to obſerve, | 2 BE 
W 5. That 7eſus Cbriſt has, as ele& Men's Surety, by 
Ws ave and poſſive Obedience, fully anſwered the Demands 
the Law, and ſatisfied the rightful Claims of divine 
Waſtice. 
Jeſus Chriſt, as ele& Men's Surety and Cautioner, has 
id the Debt of Obedience and Sufferings : For the 
vine Nature being perſonally united to the humane in 
m, there was infinite Value and Vertue derived to his 
bedience and Sufferings. As Man he obeyed and ſuf- 
Wred, as God he ſatisfied ; and ſo by the Obedience and 
ood of this God-Man, the Law is magnified and made 
nourable, divine Juſtice ſatisfied, and a Way opened 
r the free Juſtification, and eternal Salvation of the 
eateſt Sinners. God declares himſelf well pleaſed with 
is Righteouſneſs Chrift has wrought out and brought 
and why? Becauſe it fully anſwers theLaw. And he 
n and will be well pleaſedwith, juſtify and ſave all that 
cept it, and are found in it. Accordingly you read, 
at God is juſt, exactly eternally juſt, and ihe Fuſtifier of 
mithat believes in Jeſus : and not only is God ſaid to be 
ſt in this Way of juſtifying Sinners, but to declare bit 
ice, Rom, 3. 26. And in Afs 4. 10, 11, 12. The A- 
pltle Peter ſays, ** Be it known unto you all, and to all 
the People--- That Chriſt who is ſet at nought by you 
Builders, is become the Head of the Corner--- Neither 
it ulis tbere Salvation in any other: For there is none 
oats other Name under Heaven given among Men where- 
by we muſt be ſaved.” 
6. That the Scripture every where, when ſpeaking of 
e Juſtification of Men in the Sight of God,attributes it 
W aith in the Surety- Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, to the Ex- 
ion of the perſonal Righteouſneſs of Men in this Affair. 
M | ſhall mention three Texts to prove this Point: The 
tis in Rom. 3. 28. Therefore we conclude that a Man 
juf ified by Faith, without the Deeds of the Law, This 
ncluſion, which is ſo full in Fayour of free Juſtification 
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by Faith in the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and 
fall againſt our Juſtification by our pe rfonalRighteouſnd 
followed a Train of Arguments made Uſe of by Jeatr: 
Paul, who was no ordinary Diſputant, but knew the Fo. 
and Strength bf an Argument well. Another is in G 
2. 16. Knowing that a Man is not juſtiſied by Works, | 
by the Faith of Feſus Chriſt , even we have believed; p 
Feſus Chriſt ; that we might be juſtified by the Faith © 
Chriſt, and not by theWorks of the 9 for by thelWai "_ 
76 be Law ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified. The laſt is in Ti. 
5,6, 7. Not by Works of Righteouſneſs which we bave dy 
but according to bis Mercy he ſaved us Sc. 
How fully do bee Scriptures clear the Point! Sur 
Men muſt have a new Way of Interpreting Scriptu 
to evade the Force of them, 


I now paſs on to ſay, : " 

7th. and Jaſtly, What undeniably follows upon t A 
former, namely, That the Righteouſneſs of JeſusChrift 70 
the only Garment in and for which any Man can 5 


* and admitted into the Favour and Kingdom. 
od 
This was the Point to be proved; and judge ye, if it 
not ſufficiently done. Truth is great and it will prevail 
And now this admirable Scheme, we ſee, is exadl 
harmonious with right Reaſon and divine Revelation. 
The only divinely conſtituted Way of Juſtification-- TY 
Way in which all Mankind are —5 juſtified and fave 
who are juſtified and ſaved. The old and new Teſt 
ment, the Law and Prophets and Apoſtles, all witnt 
to this glorious Truth. 

The wedding Garment, of which you read in the Goſpti 
as alſo the fine Linnen, white and clean, mentioned in 
Revelation, principally intends this Righteouſneſs, and n 
the perſonal Righteouſneſs of Men; tho? we don't de 
-but inherent and external Holineſs may be comprehend 
therein; for thele are inſeparably connected with 4a, 
that wherever hat is, thee will be, and will be cleal 
diſcovered in the Temper and Behaviour of thoſe . 
"are juſtified. And this leads me on to the 

IV. He 
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. Head propoſed, namely, That tho' the perſonal 
Wighteouſneſſes of Men are as filtby Rags in Point of 
ſtification, and the perfect Righteouſnels of Chriſt is 
e only material as well as meritoriousCauſe thereof; yet, 
s the bounden Duty fo *tis the Habitæal Diſpoſition and. 
ndeavour of all the Juſtified to maintain good Words. 
By good Works | underſtand the Duties of the firſt and 
ond Table of the Decalogue ; ſuch as the Duties of 
ety, Righteouſneſs, and Sobriety-- The Duties of our 
Feral Places, Stations and Relations, performed from a 
Principle, to a right End, and in a right Manner. 
Ard now fo far is the Doctrine of free Juſtification by 
With oaly in th-Righteouſneſs of Chriſt from diſcouraging 
Piu in the Performance of ſuch good Works ; that of 
[the Men in the World, thoſe juſtified by this imputed 
ghteouſneſs, are the only Perſons cordially inclined to, 
oftant in, and who actually do them. For, 
Firſt, I hoſe juftified by Chriſt's Righteouſneſs are in 
eir Meaſure internally conformed to th: Law of God, the 
ernal Rule of Righteoulneſs, All that are juſt! fied by 
e Surety Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, are ſan# fied by 
e Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt; There is an inſeperable Con- 
Wection between them; & hence put together in theScrip- 
re: When a Perſon is juſtified, the moral Image of God, 
ſt intirely by the Fall, which conſiſts inKnowlege, Righ- 
ouſneſs, and true Holineſs | is reſtored to, & reinſtamped 
n the Soul ; and thereby the Diſorders of 1t are rectified : 
he Underſtanding enlightned, the Will ſet in a Mea- 
re ſtrait with the Will of God, and the Affections ſancti- 
ted, fitly placed and well regulated; and therefore there 
8 an Agreableneſs between the moral Law and their 
ouls ; and ſo they are naturally and neceſſarily inclined 


w nd diſpoſed to obey it in all its Precepts. | 
8. Again, The Juſtified are diſpoſed to, and endeavour 
10 Obedience, from a Sight they have had of the perfect 


| Reaſonablentſs of the Commands of God in the Gofpel, 

he juſtified before God have clearly ſeen, that all the 

vine Commands are holy juſt and ou: The Apoſtle 
C 2 Paul, 
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Paul, one of the juſtified 1 in this Way, declares this, 
7. 12, for he ſaw it, as all the Juſtified do in fame! ) 
gree. The Anointing they have had from the holy O 
bath given them to ſee and know, that they are all ( 
ceptingthoſe two pofitiveloſtitutions, the twoSacrament 
and theſe they are convinced are of excellent Uſe ind 
Chriſtian Life) founded in the Nature of God and off 
reaſonable Creature, & therefore perfectly reaſonable ; 
hence none of the Commands are grievous to them, h 
their Delight. This view of the real Beauty of Holineh 
Excellency of Religion - perfect Reaſonableneſs oy | 
divine Commands; which delightful View all the ju 
fied by Chriſt's Righteouſneſs have had, does make th od \ 
re joyce in working Righteouſneſs - ſerve the Lord ni 
gladnefs-- ſing at their Work- run the Ways of God 
Commandments with Diligence and Delight. 

Again, the Juſtified are diſpoſed to and will main 
good Works from a Principle of Love to God, and b 
cauſe they tend to the Glory of God and Interef of f 
Redeemer in the World. The Juſtified by Chil 
Righteouſneſs, have ſeen God to be infinitely lovely ifÞ 
Himſelf, and on Account of the peculiar Favours | 
has beſtowed on ther in Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo that th 
do love, and can't but love God with uprightnek 
Heart, intirely, and above every other Object. And 
any Man love me, ſays Chriſt, he will keep my Commat 
ments, This Love ſweetly and powerfully coxftrains tit 
to perſevering and univerſal Obedience. And allo 
Obedience tends to advance the Glory of God, and in 
reft of the Redeemer in the World, which lie near tha 
Hearts, and are deares to them than their Lives, they erit 
heartily eogaged thercunto. To promote God's Glofffey ni 
and the Redecmer's Intereſt, they will, by the Grace Fina 
Chriſt affiſting, readily ſuffer and do the hardeſt ThingWeaulſe 
ſacrifice their All ; go thro? Furnaces of Fire, and Selſity 
of Blood: Surely theo they will do and ſafer the moolt ei 
eaſy Things, which tend to the ſame glorious Endsents « 


Certainly, as univerſal Obedience is one of oy 0Watiti: 
nit! 


ential Ways of glorifying God and the Redeemer, and 
t in the Conviction and Converſion of Souls, wherein 
Glory of the Power and Wiſdom, Love and Grace 
God ſhines forth moſt conſpicuouſly ——. As practical 
odlineſs does caſt ſuch a Luſtre on Religion, and give 
h convincing Demonſtrations of its Reality and Divi- 
y, that Sinners often cannot ſtand againſt the Force 
Wd Power thereof, 1 Pez. 2. 12; It will be their higheſt 
Wabition to be practically godly, univerſally obedient. 
Again, they are diſpoſed to and endeavour Obedience 
m the Comforts and Rewards of it. There are great 
pmforts and Rewards, that all ſuch ſhare in as maintain 
od Works. Hence you read, Iſai. 32. 17. The Work 
ll Righteouſneſs ſball be Peace, and the Effed of Righte- 
neſs, Quietneſs & Aſſurance for ever, And Plal 19.11. 
keeping of them [the Commands] there is a great Re- 
Wd. And juſtified Men may aflure themſelves from 
Wh: infallible Oracles, that in Proportion to their evange- 
al Obedience, their Comforts and Rewards will be, if 
t here, yet hereafter ; or as theScripture ſpeaks,accord- 
ly ie i their Works; which, were there no higherMotives, 
Naht be ſufficient to encourage all conſiderate Men to 
verſal Obedience. In this Way, the Scripture pro- 
es Comforts and Rewards, and yet not for the Merit 
our Qbedience ; no : And *tis pretty well worthy of 
ticular Notice, that among all the inſpired Penmen of 
e old and new Teſtament, when treating of thisMatter, 
it one of them ſays, that Men ſhall be comforted or re- 
aded here or hereafter for, but always according to their 
 tneForks ; which might be ſufficient to daſh Pretenders of 
lerit out of Countenance, and would, tis probable, were 
ey not hardned in their Error. But, 
Finally, they are diſpoſed to, & endeavour Obedience, 
rauſe hereby they teſtify their Gratitude to God, ard 
lify their Faith before Men. Practical Gratitude is 
ot emphatical,“ and diſcovers more of the real Senti- 
ents of the Soul, than the higheſt verbal Expreſſions of 
atuce can do. By practical Godlineſs, or univerſal 
TT EE Obedience, 
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Obedience, Men exhibit to the- World, the © bright 
Teſtimonials of their real Thankfulneſs to their kind a 
bountiful God. And 'tis in this Way alſo the Faith 
God's People is juſtified before Men; as the Apo 
James abundantly proves in hisEpiſtle. When the FA 
Men pretend to is productive of good Works, -diſpoſ 
them to exe mpfify the Religion of Chriſt in the wholet 
their Behaviour; it is a ſufficient Demonſtgation that“ 
of the juſtifying & ſavingKind. And ſeeing good Wolf 
do moſt convincing]y teſtify their Gratitude to God, 2 
juſtify their Faith before Men, they are the more dipek 
to abound in them, 
Thus I have ſhewn you that 'tis the Diſpoſition | 
Endeavour of the juftified by Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 
maintain good Works, and the Reaſons thereof. A 
you ſee their Care and Conſtancy in maintaining gx 
Works, does not ſpring from any the leaſt View orHy 
that for the Sake of them or any Value in them, they h 
recommend themſelves toGod,or be juſtified in hisSig 
or intitled to theComforts or Rewards of his Kingdom 
Grace or Glory. No this is intirely out of the Queſtia 
with them; they act from higher & more noble Views a 
Motives. And might caſily ſnew that the Views 2 
Reaſons obligiag to Obedience which I have mention 
are vaſtly ſtronger, and more powerful to conſtran 
univerſal Ob:dience, than the Conſideration of meriti 
thereby could be; but *tis needleſs. I paſs now, 

Vthly. To point out ſome of the dreadful Conſequen 
that follow upon ſubſtituting the penal Righteouſneſs 
Men in the Room of the Surety- Righteouſneſs of CH 
in the Affair of Juſtification, And, 

1ſt. It tends to overtbrom the Foundation laid for 
Salvation ofSinners, which is the Reſult of infinite Wiſdot 

When none in Earth or Heaven among Men or Ang 
could fix on a Way of Salvation, for guilty pollutedꝭ 
eonfiſtent with the divine Perfections and Honour off 
Law; God, who is infinite ia Wiſdom, did, out of L 


10 Men, pitch upon this admirable Way of Jahner 
af! 
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* 


ing Men iotirely by the Righteouſneſs of his own Son 
ſos Chriſt And God has expreſly told us, that zbere 


alvation in no other Way, Acts 4. 12. And that otber 
undation can no Man lay, tho' they may wrack their 
abs ever ſo much for it, than that which is laid, which 
F-/us Chriſt, 1 Cor. 3. 11. This is the Way and only 


Wy according to Scripture : but Men by ſubſtituting 


perſonal Righteouſneſſes in the Room of it, en- 
our to lay a new Foundation to introduce a new 


Way to Heaven, which the Goſpel knows nething of; 


| to deſtroy the new and living Way which the Goſpel 


Wrly 1eveals. And if the only Foundation laid in Zion 


rain 
Ferit 
W, 
Juen 
ines 
HR 


for 

1{dot 
Ang 
dM. 


r of 


f L 
fav! 


God be deſtroyed ; what ſhall the Righteous do? 
hy they muſt all be damned as well as the Wicked. 
ply. It tends to cut the Sinews of true Goſpel Obedience 
rely. Faith in Scripture and all our approved Syſtems 
Divinity is ever defined ſo as to include theſe two 
ings (at leaſt } in it, namely, (1) Renunciation of our 
n Righteouſneſs as to Dependance-- having no Confi- 
ce in the Fleſh--going off our own Bottom--or as the 
altle Paul ſpeaks accounting all our own Righteoul- 
$25 Loſs and Dung as any Way ſerving for a juſtify- 
Ri:zhteoufneſs. (2) Appropriation of Chriſt's Righ- 
neſs to ourſelves, and reſting on it alone for Juſtifica- 
and Life. This 1s the ſcriptural Account of Faith : 
dof this Faith only *tis ſaid that it purifies the Heart, 
works by Love, 1. e. internally conforms the Soul to 
d and his holy Law, and diſpoſes it alſo to all external 
uine Obedience. * Faith is the Root of all true Ho- 
nets and evangelical Obedience.” Faith is the 
tinciple and Parent of all good Works,” It lays a 
ndation for all Goſpel acceptable Obedience. Heb. 
b. And without it therefore *cis not only unlikely, but 
ly impoſſible to do one Action acceptable or pleaſing 
od. All the pretended good Works and moralVer- 


f ay in Favour of their new vamp'd Scheme, as that 
ua mighty Tendency to promote Obedience; yet 
| | we 


of Men without Faith, are but ſpecious ſplendidSins, 
neatheniſh Morality. And therefore whatever Men 
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we ee that it really tends directly to cut the Sine 
true Goſpel Obedience intirely, to baniſh it off the Ea 
and to leave in the Room thereof, nothing but dry | 
mality and heatheniſh Morality : i.e. Morality withey 
Principle of juſtifying Faith and Sanctification. A 
Exchange ! | Be 

g3dly, It tends to ſhut up, yea to dry up all the Spri 
of Conſolation opened in the Goſpel. The gloriousGoh 
is full of divine and heavenly Conſolations: Tis an 
fury of Grace A Magazine of Chriſtian Comfort 
contains Pardon and Reconciliation with God, Peace 
Aſſurance, Grace and Glory; and 'tis a Treaſure ope 
for the Supply of the needy Sons of Men. But how ci 
there to be ſuch a rich and invaluable Treaſure ? 
came it to be opened? How do Men come to it?! 
for what do they receive the great good Things ini 
Why, (if we believe the Bible) *tis all by the Obedie 
and Blood of Jeſus Chriſt. The Scripture abunda 
informs us, and in the plaineſt Manner, that 'tis theRy 
geouſneſs of Chriſt only that hath purchaſed the rich Treaſu 
that bath opened the Way to it--that Men go in to it, 
for which they receive the glorious Bleſſings contai 
therein. There is no Pardon, Peace, Joy, Aſſurance - 
eternal Life propoſed, offered, or poſſible to be had act 
ding to the Goſpel in any otker Way. So that Men 
ſubſtituting their perſonal Righteouſneſs in the Room 
Chriſt's as the Way to, and Thing for which we ſhall rec 
theſe great & heavenlyComforts,do really bar up the ni 
Way, and effectually ſtop all Mankind from recem 
the leaſt Spark of true Joy and Comfort. This Wy 
managing therefore, tho? plauſible in the Eyes of for 
yet ſurely can juſtly be pleaſing to none: Tis a moſt 
comfortableScheme ; there is no trueComfort in it, V 
in their right Wits then will embrace it ? Certain| 
the Admirers of it did not make high Pretenſions to ,; 
lon, one would think they were deprived thereof; 
this their Way is their Folly: And yet alas, many app; 
their Sayings. | 


nhi 


45 


nt. It tends, (O dreadful Tendency) to drown. all 
uind in endleſs Perdition, He and be only that be- 
eib, i.e. that renounces all his own perſonal Righte= 
nefles as to Dependance, and as any Way ſerving for 
ſifying Righteouſneſs, and receives & reſts on Chriſt's 
e for Juſtification and Life, ſhall be ſaved; but be 
i believetb not after this Manner, tho' he has ever fo 
Ich perſonal Righteouſneſs, ball be damned; is a ſcrip- 
W and therefore unqueſtionable Truth. Mark 16. 16. 
at Faith, (Which is the only true Faith) which carries a 
n out of himſelf, intirely off the rotten Bottom of his 
perſonal Righteouſneſs, unto Chriſt, and fixes him 
the infinitely ſafe Bottom of his perfe& Righteouſneſs, 
e only divinely conſtituted revealed Way of eſcaping 
caſting Miſery in Hell, and enjoying the ineFable eter- 
Glories of Heaven, And theretore, whoever are 
blſhing a Scheme, the Foundation of which is, Do 
you ſhall be ſaved, or in other Words, is ſubſtituting 
perſonal Righteouſneſs of Men, in the Room of the 
ety-Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, in the Affair of Juſtif- 


redly (continuing therein) find themſelves and their 
Wnirers falling infinitely ſhort of theFavour & Kingdom 
od, and plunging themſelves into the unfathomable 
ys of eternal Wo & Miſery ; for the Scheme tends, 
ou have heard, to this dreadful End. Deſtruction 
deſtruction. -- Damnation, the greater Damnation 
„ed in the Scripture upon all ſuch as have heard of 
WW Surety-Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and won't ſubmis 
and this, tho" their perſonal Righteouſneſſes, in 
own Apprehenſion, may reach to the very Heavens, 
on Account of their glittering Appearance, in the 
prehenſion of others, they may ſhine like Angels. 
Thus I have ſhewn you the dreadful Tendency,--- 
ing Conſequences, of ſubſtituting our perſonal Righ- 
Jess in the Room of the Surety-Righteouſneſs of 
It. Enough, I ſhould think, to put every Man out of 
| ceit of ſo doing; and warn him to ſhun ſuch a Way 
ads to eternal — Deſpair zud Death, 
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I am now in the | - 

VI. and laſt Place to make Improvement. And, 
1. From what has been ſaid we ſee the Abſurdity-y 
Blaſphemy of ſubſtituting the perſonal Righteouſneſs; 
Men in the Room of the Surety-Righteouſneſs of Ch 
in the Affair of Juſtification and Salvation. It 
(I think) been clearly demonſtrated in the foregoing l 
courſe, that tis contrary to right Reaſon and divine Rx 
lation, and therefore abſurd and blaſphemous : It's bei 
contrary to right Reaſon ſhews it's Abſurdity,and it's| 
ing contrary to divine Revelation ſhews it's Blaſphen 
But yet, unaccountable as it is, ſome who make hi 
Pretenſions to Reaſon & Religion, and would monopdi 
the ſame to themſelves, heartily fall in with, and ve 
mently labour to maintain and propagate this irratiq 
and irreligious, abſurd and blaſphemous Scheme, 
2ly. From what has been ſaid we may learn, that 
good old calviniſtical Way of Preaching up Juſtification 
Faith in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, has by far a gra 
Tendency to promote true Goſpel Obedience, than | 
modern Arminian Way. That lays a Foundation for i 
nuine Obedience, for Obedience that is free and natut 
according to the new Nature; Thzs only for a blind: 
forced Obedience, That leads Men to work from Li 
this only for Life. That to obey the divine Comma 
from a right Principle, to a right End, and in a right M 
ner. This from a ſelfi ſn Principle, End & Manner. 
and fo great is the Difference between them. And wh 
then is moſt likely to produce true evangelical Obediendif 
Why, tis eaſy to ſee clearly with half an Eye, ti 
preaching up Juſtification by Faith tends abundantly! 
moſt to it: and this, notwithſtanding the loud Cy 
the Enemies of the Doctrine, as if it tends to Lice! 

ouſneſs. 
3ly. From what has been ſaid we ſee, the proper Pf” 

of good Forks in the glorious Plan of Man's Salva 
Good Works are not to be looked on, or conſidered as! 

Cauſe of the Juſtification and Salvation of Men; butt 


th 
. 
ere 
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che Fruits or Effects of Juſtification, and as a Part of 
e Salvation purchaſed by Chriſt : The renewed are 

ere fore ſaid to be the Vorkmanſbip of God created inChriſt 
e unto good Works ; not for the Sake of their good 
orks done, And we ſhall do well to mind (tho? ſome 
puld not have us mind it) that tho? our Lord in his famous 
mon on the Mount, which is a ſummary of the Goſ- 
, ſays, ihe pure in Heart enly ſpall ſee God, and his 
poſtle, that without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord; 
Wt they don't ſay for the Sake of their Purity & Holineſs 
My (hall ſee the Lord God; no, not a Word of that: 
oli their Deſign was not to ſhew the Cauſes of Salvation, 
vel what intitled Men to the Favour & Kingdom of God; 
tos the meet Qualiſications of the Perſons intitled there- 
Mo. And I know of none that are ſound in the Faith 
at Wong the ſtrenuous Contenders for free Juſtification by 
ion ch without Works, but what hold that Sanfification, 
reach is neceſſarily connected with Juſtification, is a ne- 
in % Qualification for Heaven; and urge it on their 
or rers as frequently, and from more powerful Motives, 
aud any can poſſibly do, who are in a contrary Scheme. 
nd we don't ſee nor can fee from Scripture or Reaſon 
1 LJ Man can be juſtified and ſaved for the Merit of 
ama Thing wrought in, or done by him, yet we are not fo 
ic Md but we can ſee and do fee from both, tis abſo- 
ly neceſſary that ſuch a Temper be wrought in a Man 
ſuitable to the Objects which are to entertain him 
ver, in order to his taking Complacency in them : 
Wi we hold (and truly) is an holy Temper ; but this 


ed on, if viewed in aGoſpel-Light, only as a Part of 
ation: *Tis Salvation begun; and the good Works 
Ing from this holy Temper, and from the Efficacy 
is juſtifying Faith, are a further Part of the ſame 
ion, and lead on to the Perfection thereof. And 
bow that which is only an Effect, can be the Cauſe, 
ot which is a Part of a Thing can be the Caute 
Thing, is beyond me, and I believe every other 
D 2 = Man 


Temper, from whence flows an holy Prafice, can be 


; l 
1 
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Man on Earth, to comprehend. But ſome would | 
vs comprehend ir, or their favourite Scheme will fi 
the Ground, never to rile more. 

A What has been ſaid ſhews us the egregious | 
and deſtrudive Madneſs of all ſuch as ſubſtitute the; 
fonal Righteouſneſs of Men in the Room of the Sw 
Rightcoufnels of Chriſt in the Affair of Juſtifica 
Thc Builders of a Babel to preſerve from a ſecond Del 
and climb io H-aven upon, and Solomon's Madman, 
threw Firebrands Arrows and Death, were not moreq 
giouſty foul ſh or deftruct:vely mad than theſe are. 
by this Conduct of theirs, they endeavour (I hope yp 
rantly; to overthiow the only Foundation of Salvation| 
in Zion, to cut the Sinews of true Goſpel-Obedience, 
to baniſh it off the Earth, which tends ſo much to G 
Glory, and the Weaj of humane Society To dry uy 
the Springs of Corſvlation opened in the glorious Gol 
of the bl:ſſcd God -- and to drown all Mankind in 
bottomieſs Ocean of divine Wrath. If it is Folly and 
neſs to deprive the humane Race of all true Hope & 
fort, and bring them into the blackeſt Deſpair in 
and Death, and after Death to deprive of all the bean 
Glories, and to fink them into the amazing Gulf of 4 
gal Miſery ; I ſay, if this is Folly and Madneſs, the 
lubſt:tuce cur perſonal Rignteouineſs in the Room 
Chriſt's, is Folly and Madneſs. For all theſe teril 
Thiags are the natural and neceſſary Conſequences tif 
of; as bath been ſufficiently proved te you. 

Gly. Let what has been ſaid put us all upon a6 
Examination of our jeives, to find which of thele 
widely differentSchemes we are in» Whether that ple 
ed for, or that oppoſed in this Sermon. Let me ſeriol 
and folemniy aſk you, my dear Hearers, whether | 
hold toJuftification in Whale or Part by your ownR! 
reoufnets ;; or intirely by the Righteouſneſs of Chil 
Methinks | hear you, one and all laying, O by ibe Ry 
teouimefs of Curis'e ! Very well, fo far; But I have! 
done with you yet; gor is it Time for yqu to have dt 

| - wil 
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ith your ſelves. Suffer me, out of Love to your Soak, 
> aſk you further; Are you found in Heart as well as 
Head ? Doubtleſs many who have orthodox Heads, 
ave heterodox Hearts --- Many that hold to Juſtifica- 
jon by Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, who have never received 

by Faith : And this may be the Caſe of ſome of you : 
zut only to profeſs Chriſt's Righteouſneſs the only juſti- 
ing Righteouſneſs, without receiving and reſting upon 
t alone for Juſtification, will really avail nothing: Such 
ill be damned as well as Self-Fuſticiaries, There- 
ore it infinitely concerns you cloſely to 3 
ou are cloathed with this Righteouſneſs? And here, 


e, Wall io a few Particulars, ſhew who they are that have 
ia chem this juſtifying Garment, And, 


wn, nor can work out any, which will do all,or any thing 
oward their Juſtification. Man is ſuch a proud obſtinate 
reature-- ſo cloſely attached to theCovenant of Works-- 


n fond of finding Life at his own Hand; that while he 
en: agines he can do a Part, tho? not the whole, towards 
of ie, he never will ſubmit to be ſaved intirely by the Righ- 
henfMſeouſneſs of another: No, this is too ſelf.denying and 


nortifying a Buſineſs for proud Man. And entertaining 
uch a Thought, he will be damned before he will do it : 

\nd therefore whoever have ſubmitted to Chriſt's Righ- 
eouſneſs for Juſtification & Life, have ſeen the Nothing 


a Hes of their own in the Affair. And have you, myBre- 
e Wren, been brought to this View of the Matter? Have 
pe ou ſeen your own Righteouſneſs to be but as filthy Rags, 

ris Loſs and Dung, not any Way ſerving as the Whole or 


ind ſo to deſpair of Juſtification from this Quarter? 
Purely it has been thus with all the Juſtifi-d. 


Kigbleouſnrſ3 of Chriſt, wro't out & bro't in by his active 


d paſſive Obedience, is N May ſuitable and ſufficient 
for 


hat you may come to the Knowledge of your State, I | 


1. They are ſuch as have been brought by the Spirit 
God to ſee that they have 10 Righteouſneſs of their 


Part of a juſtify ing Righteouſneſs in the Sight of God? 


2, They are ſuch as have been brought to ſee that the 
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for a juſtifying Righteouſneſs. That *tis the only Rig 
teouſneſs conſtituted for the glorious Buſineſs -- That | 
commenſurate with the divine Law in all its Comma 


and Demands -- That God can be juſt and the Juſtifie 
all feund in it. And now, have you ever ſeen thisRig 8 
teouſneſs in its Compleatneſs and perfect SufficiencyM' © 
And the eternal Safety of your Souls appearing bek y G 
God in it? Surely you have, if you have ever rightly li * 
cepted it: For none, I dare ſay, will ever venture (| 1 
Weight of their eternalSalvation on an unknown Rig 
ouſneſs. I know whom! I have believed, ſays the A poſtt - 
And if he had not known HIM, he would not have en : : 
mitted his eternal All into his Hands, as he did, 2 1 wo 


I, 12. 

3. They are ſuch as have ſeen this Righteouſneſs fru 
offered to them in the Goſpel for their juſtifying Right 
ouſneſs, and upon the Sight of the free Offer, accepted 
as ſuch. All that accept this Righteouſneſs to Juſtifa 
tion, ſee tis ſo far their's in the Goſpel Offer, that th 
have an indiſputable Right to take it: and this bring 
them to renounce their own Righteouſneſs, and to tak 
the Righteoufneſ3 of Chriſt, as that only in which God ci 
be well pleaſed with & juſtify them. And have you ſen 
this Righteouſneſs ſo far your's in the Offer, that from 
View of your Right to take it, you have gone off you 
own Bottom, and ventur'd all upon this infinitely fak 
Bottom? Thus the truly Juſtified have done, 

4. They are ſuch as are heartily well pleaſed with i 
Way of Juſtification. The Juſtified have had ſuch | 
View of the infinite Beauty, Glory, and Safety of MIA. 
| Way of Juſtification by Faith in the imputed Righteou 
neſs of Chriſt, that they chuſe it above all other Way! 


In this Way they ſee the Glory of the Wiſdom, Lon 
andGrace of God ſhining forth in the brighteſt, as wells ** 
moſt ſurprizing Manner; and alſo that in this Way ther 0 
is the moſt Safety and Happineſs to the Soul, and there: 
fore like it the beſt, And who would not under ſuch Ot 


View prefer it? And have you, my Hearers, had ou 
il 


ew of the infinite Glory and Safety of ihis}/ay, as that 
u are heartily well pleaſed with it, and intirely ſatisfied 
be ſaved in it, yea do choſe it above any other Way ? 
you are juſtified, you have. | 

6. They are ſuch as are (anZified. Whom God jufti- 


( 5 them he ſanCtifies ; and makes them holy as he is 


ly : God gives to Men in Juſtification ſuch a View of 
infinite Glories, as they diſplay themſelves, and ſhine 
th in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, as powerfully changes 
m into his holy Image-- as leaves a divineStamp upon 
Wn. And are you transformed into the divine Image 
the renewing of your Minds? If juſtified, you are. 

6. They are ſuch as maintain good Works. The fpe- 
| Grace of God received, as well as the efficaciousGrace 
bod in the Goſpel, that bringeth Salvation, effectually 
ches the Subjef7s of it to deny all Ungodlineſs & worldly 
5, and io live ſoberly righieouſly and godly in this pre- 
World ? And are you careful to maintain g 


al Diſpoſition and Endeavour. 1 | 
By this Time 'tis like that ſome of you are ready to ſay, 


, that we are not. I ſhall fay a Word to each of 
and finiſh the Subject. 

A Word to the Fuſtified : And it ſhall be a Word 
Conſolation and Exbortation; And what Word of 
ater Conſolation can I ſpeak to you, than that in the fifth 
pier of the Romans, the firſt and following Verſes. 
W's ju ificd by Faith, we have, ſays the Apoſtle ; have 

at? Eno' in Hand and Hope 

As Peace and Reconciliation with God. God is your 
Fend, your reconciled God and Father in Chriſt; 
al his Perfections are engaged for, and ſurround you 
Day and Night for your Preſervation ; fo that you 


YU vich Life-Guards of ſixty valiant Iſraelites witkSword 


Obedience of Chriſt, and your real Enmity is done 
| away 
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orks? Surely, if juſtified, you are. Tis your habi- 


t if theſe are certain Signs, then we are juſtified ; and 


infinitely more ſecure than Solomon was when ſurround- 


Hand. Gop's legal Enmity to you is done away by 
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al by: Sabel Beltion; and hence a bleſſed Fiiendg 
ſubſiſts between you, never to be broken: And from t 
Reconciliation ariſes Peace of Conſcience. O the din 
Calmneſs and bleſſed Serenity of Soul the Juſtified hay 
by being reconciled to God thro* Chriſt ! Far better 
than expreſſed. 

Again, free Acceſs to God. You may go toGod yq 
heavenly Father with an humble Boldneſs and holy 8 
fidence, under all your Griefs, Burdens, Trials, Temp 
tions, and Difficulties of Soul & Body ; who is infinite 
able and ready to help you. Earthly Parents are nt} 
ready to give to their dear crying Children, as God iz| 
give to his Children thoſe Things they need, and vl 
will be for his Glory and their Good, when they cat 
to him for them. 

Again, full Aſſurance. and Joy in hope of Glory. 0 
as are juſtified have, by imputed and inherent Righteol 
neſs, a fair Title to, and ſome meetneſs for eternal Glor 
and therefore according to the Goſpel, a ſure Foun 
tion laid for it; and ſo may upon ſafeſt Grounds be fil 
aſſured of the divine Love, and 7ejoyce in Hope of | 
Glory of God. 

Again, Joy in the greateſt Tribulations in Life. Ini 
midſt of theſe you may rejoyce, as being aſſured frd 
the divine Oracles, that all Things ſhall work for Good ui 
you. Theſe light Midtions which are but for a Mom! 
work for you a far more exceeding and eternal Weight 
Glory. And in the darkef# Shades of Death, you m 
triumphantiy ſing, O Death, where is thy Sting! O Gra 
where is thy Viftory ? For Death is unarmed, the Gn 
perfumed, and an happy Reſurrection aſſured to y 
by your dear Jeſus; who died for your Offences, and ail 
again for your Juſtiſication. 

Thus much there is (and *tis eno*) in this World 
Life and Death for you; and in the next unſpeaka 
greater Things than theſe :-- as compleat eternal Salvaiil 
which includes in it, freedom from Sin and Sorrow -F 
fedtion in Grace - fulneſs of Joy- open Viſion and * 
ru 
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pied everlatting Fruition of God and the Lamb: For 
hom he juſtifies, them he alſo gloriſier. 

It would be a fruitleſs Attempt if I ſhould eſſay to 
eſcribe heavenly Glories, and what there is kept inStore 
r the Juſtified, and that they will actually be put in 
oſſeſſion of when they leave this World: For *tis a 
Wlory io be revealed. | 5 

But having ſhewn a little, and but a little, of what you 
ave in Hand and Hope-- what you have bere, and what 
ou have ſhall Hertafter; for which there is the Vord and 
WW: of God. t immutableThings,and ſo abundant Ground 
or trongeſt Conſolation. ] ſhall paſs 
2ly. To the Word of Exbortation. And what more 
table and ſeaſonable Word than that, in 2 The. 2. 13. 
) the End of the Chapter. Bretbren, beloved of the Lord, 
cauſe God bath from the Beginning choſen you to Salva- 
on thro” Sanctification of the Spirit S Belief of theTruth ; 
hereunto he called you by our Goſpel, is the obtaining of 
he Glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Therefore Brethren, 
and faſt, and hold the Traditions which have been 
Wught, whether by Word or our Epiſtle, Now our Lord 
ſeſus Chriſt, and God even our Father, which hath loved 
i, and bath given us everlaſting Conſolation, and good 
oe ihro* Grace, comfort your Hearts, and ſtabliſh you. 
every good Word and Work.“ 185 


But I muſt turn from Gerizzim,the Mount of Bleſſings, 
d Ebal the Mount of Curſings; -in one Word. 


2. To thoſe who are not juſtified Poor Souls! I 
0 Muy you, but can't ſpeak Comfort to you, becauſe the 
dPoſpel ſpeaks none, Your Caſe is truly dreadful : You 
e w!thout God, without Chriſt, and without Hope in 
rld Wi: Morid: You are this Moment upon the Brink of 
akaEtcrnal Burnings: and ſhould God cut the ſlender Thread 
If your Lives, you would be immediately beyond alt 
ore and Help for ever: He that made you would not 
ave Mercy on you, and ho that formed you would ſhew 


o 
* . 


you no Favour. - But your Caſe (tho' ſad) is not. 
perate | As yet, you are within the Reach of Mex 
and a Righteouſneſs is now offered you for your Jul 
cation. O Pray and Labour to ſee your abſolute 
ceſſity thereof, and it's Sufficiency for and free tende 
you: And O accept it, accept it, for God's Sake, 
Chriſt's Sake, for your precious Souls Sake, 


Th 
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r. hence they are p. 19. I. 22. r. as not any -- 


The following ATTEST 4 T 10 N ſhould have ſtood 
before ibe 8 E R MON, but happened to be there omitted. 


HE Reverend Mr. Porter having favoured us with 
| a Peruſal of his Sermon on J/aj. 64. 6. We fully 
ree with him, that Man's Perſonal Righteouſneſs in the 
eat Affair of Juſtification in God's Sight, is but filthy 
275, agreable to the Words of the Text: And that 
Text is greatly abus'd in the Rev. Mr. Briant's Ser- 
pn, by his altering the Senſe from our Righteouſneſſes, 
their Righteouſneſſes. 


We rejoyce that this our dear Brother is enabled to 
þd up in Defence of the Goſpel ; and we both Pray 
Hope, that this ſeaſonable Diſcourſe will be a Means, 
der GOD, of eſtablithing many in the Truth as it is in 
sus; and as it hath been taught in zheſe Churches 
dm the Beginning of New-England. And we cannot 
It lament the dreadful Increaſe of Arminiaſm and other 
rrors in the Land, among Miniſters and People. 


Nathanael Leonard 
Jonathan Parker 
John Cotton | 


Solomon Prentice 
Eliſha Eaton. 
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